
The Southwestern Virginia Technology Council was organized in 1999. The
Council exists to lead Southwestern Virginians in addressing technology
issues for business, education and government with the purpose of enhancing
the vitality and social well-being of Southwestern Virginia. Council member-
ship includes businesses, institutions and individuals from the Wytheville
region to the far western corner of Virginia.



CONGRESSMAN RICK BOUCHER is
serving his 26th year in the U.S.
House of Representatives repre-
senting Southwestern Virginia’s 9th
District. He is a member of the House
Energy and Commerce Committee
where he chairs the subcommittees on

Energy and Air Quality with jurisdiction over federal
climate change legislation. 

LT. COLONEL PAUL E. DAMPHOUSSE
currently serves as Chief of Future
Concepts, and as Chief Engineer for
the Communications Functional
Integration Office, within the
National Security Space Office
(NSSO) in Washington, DC. He is a

CH-53E pilot with over 2300 flight hours, several
hundred of which are in combat.  He is the NSSO’s lead
for the Space-Based Solar Power Study and for the
Marine Corps’ Small Unit Space Transport and
Insertion (SUSTAIN) concept.  He is also actively
pursuing selection to the NASA astronaut corps.

STATE SENATOR CHAP PETERSEN
is a member of  the Virginia State
Senate and serves on the permanent
standing committees on Transporta-
tion, Agriculture and Natural
Resources, Privileges and Elections
and General Laws.  He previously

served in the Virginia House of Delegates and today
takes interest in alternative energy legislation.

MIKE QUILLEN emerged from a
battered coal industry to forge Alpha
Natural Resources, almost overnight,
into Virginia’s largest coal producer —
and one of its largest, most profitable
companies. A native son who has long
taken an interest in Southwest

Virginia’s economic development, he is delighted to
contribute to the region’s prosperity. 

DR. MICHAEL KARMIS is a Professor
of the Department of Mining and
Minerals Engineering and the Director
of the Virginia Center for Coal and
Energy Research at Virginia Tech. His
research interests include coal carbon
sequestration technologies.

THOMAS F. FARRELL, II, President
and Chief Executive Officer of
Dominion Resources. He is Chairman
of the Board and Chief Executive
Officer of Virginia Electric and Power
Company and Chairman, President
and Chief Executive Officer of CNG,

both wholly-owned subsidiaries of Dominion.

JOSEPH “TED” O’BRIEN  is the Senior Vice President
for Equitable Resources, Inc. He is responsible for
building strategic relationships with other Appalachian
basin energy companies, local and state government
and community groups. Formerly he held the position
of president of NORESCO.

WILLIAM H. CHAMBLISS is the
General Counsel of the State
Corporation Commission. Mr.
Chambliss joined the Commission in
1992, serving first as a staff attorney in
the Office of General Counsel and then
as Assistant to Commissioner Hullihen

Williams Moore.  In April 1997, Mr. Chambliss was
appointed Deputy General Counsel, with responsibilities
over the Commission’s utility and telecommunication
regulatory matters.

TAL McBRIDE is a Partner, with his
father, Mr. H.T. “Mac” McBride, Jr., in
Highland New Wind Development,
LLC (HNWD).   He is a founding
member of  “MidWind“,  an active
member of American Wind Energy
Association (AWEA) of Washington

DC: and a participant in The Virginia Wind Energy
Collaboration (AWEC) at James Madison University.
He consulted on several ‘LEED’ and ‘Green Building
projects’ in Arlington County.

KEN JURMAN is with the Virginia
Department of Mines, Minerals and
Energy where he manages the
Division of Energy’s renewable energy
programs. He currently serves on the
Board of Directors of the Interstate
Renewable Energy Council, the Solar

Rating and Certification Corporation, and the Small
Wind Certification Council. He is a member of the
American Solar Energy Society, and helped in the
formation of the Virginia Wind Energy Collaborative. 

STEPHEN  A. WALZ is the Senior
Advisor for Energy Policy in the Office
of Governor Tim Kaine and chairs the
Governor’s Energy Policy Advisory
Council.  He  previously served as
Director of the Division of
Administration of the Department of

Mines, Minerals and Energy.   Mr. Walz has served in
other positions at the department including Director of
the Division of Energy and in policy and energy effi-
ciency program management positions.   

MONICA MURPHY, GM Driver
Relationship Manager, Eastern Region
Monica Murphy is the primary GM
representative supporting the D.C.
area public drivers participating in the
world’s largest hydrogen fuel cell
market test fleet – GM’s Project

Driveway. She has had a 17-year career with General
Motors.

The Southwestern Virginia Technology Council
wishes to thank the distinguished roster of speakers
for the sharing of their valuable time, talents and
expertise in making this Historic 1st  Annual
Energy Technology Summit a SUCCESS.

ENERGY SUMMIT
PROPOSED AGENDA

April 7, 2008 

8:00 Registration & Breakfast

8:30 DONALD PURDIE, President - Southwestern Virginia Technology Council
VP Operations - Data Ensure, Inc.

8:35 DR. PRIOR, Chancellor - University of Virginia’s College at Wise

8:40 MELANIE SALYER, NASA Develop Co-Principal Investigator 

8:42 CONGRESSMAN RICK BOUCHER - 9th District
Breakfast Speaker 

9:10 JACOB ATKINS, NASA Develop Student

9:12 LT. COLONEL PAUL DAMPHOUSSE - Pentagon
SPACE BASED SOLAR ENERGY

9:45 Break

10:00 DR. RICHARD PHILLIPS - Mountain Empire Community College

10:02 STATE SENATOR “CHAP” PETERSEN - 34th District (Fairfax)
STATE ENERGY LEGISLATION

10:35 ESTHER BOLLING, Executive Directive - Southwestern Virginia Technology Council
President - Bolwell Financial Consultants, Ltd. 

10:37 MIKE QUILLEN - Alpha Natural Resources
ENERGY IN THE 21ST CENTURY

10:55 DR. MICHAEL KARMIS - Virginia Tech
COAL CARBON SEQUESTRATION

11:25 ESTHER BOLLING, Executive Directive - Southwestern Virginia Technology Council
President – Bolwell Financial Consultants, Ltd. 

11:30 Break & Lunch 

12:10 DON PIPPIN, Attorney at Law

12:15 THOMAS F. FARRELL, II, CEO - Dominion Resources
Luncheon Speaker

12:45 Break

1:00 RITA MCREYNOLDS – Oliver Coal Sales

1:02 JOSEPH “TED” O’BRIEN - Equitable Resources Supply
GAS ENERGY

1:32 SHANNON BLEVINS – University of Virginia’s College at Wise

1:35 WILLIAM CHAMBLISS - State Corporation Commission
WIND GENERATED ENERGY 

2:05 TAL MCBRIDE - Highland New Wind Development, LLC
WIND GENERATED ENERGY

2:35 Break

2:50 GEORGE HUNNICUTT, President - Pepsi Cola of Norton

2:53 KEN JURMAN – DMME
SOLAR ENERGY

3:23 STEVE WALZ – Gov. Kaine’s Administration
SOLAR ENERGY

3:53 CHELSEA ROSE, NASA Develop Student

3:56 MONICA MURPHY - General Motors 
HYBRID CAR

4:11 GERALD ROUSSEL - Ford
HYBRID CAR  

4:25 Closing Remarks


